
Stephen's House
An elegant villa in Silverhill, the  Mercer family founded and 

ran a stylish homeware store.



Brief History of Abergeldie Villa

From my research I feel that Abergeldie Villa was built around 1865 on land that made up of part of Silverhill 
Farm owned by George Burry Cement. It had a stable at the side facing Duke Road (now 47 Duke Road ). The 
first person I can find to be living in Abergeldie Villa is a Miss Henrietta Francis Bishop in 1867. Miss Bishop 
stayed there to around 1876, The villa was advertised for sale in the Hastings Observer in 1875.

Freehold known as ABERGELDIE 16th September 1875:
On the ground floor- two fine reception rooms, kitchen, scullery, pantry, larder, cellar, and spacious entrance 

hall, with side entrance.
On the first floor- five bedrooms, linen closet and WC.

On the top floor- attic and a box room.
The outbuildings comprise a coach house and a two stall stable with a room and loft over, summerhouse, two 
fowl houses, two tool houses and a potting shed, coal and wood house, a pump and three rain water tanks.
There is a grapery and a productive garden at the back well stocked with fruit trees and there is also in the 

front of the house a large flower garden and a conservatory about 26 feet long.
Gas and water laid on.

The house is in complete decorative and substantial state of repair.
The property is situated in a salubrious, cheerful and improving locality on the turnpike road leading from 

Hastings to Sedlescombe and is in the immediate vicinity of the fashionable watering place of Hastings and 
St.Leonards on Sea.

For particulars and conditions of sale apply to Messers. Young and Godwin Solicitors, Bank Building, Hastings, 
or to the auctioneer at his estate agency office 7 Claremont, Hastings. 



Over the next 13 years four or five different families 
lived in the villa and in 1891 the family of Mr 
William Mercer (same family that started Mercer 
funeral directors in Silverhill) moved in and stayed 
there for about another 12 years. In 1893  planning 
for three shops in the front garden of Abergeldie 
Vila was put in by a Mr Richard Davis and built by 
1894 they were built and called Abergeldie Stores 
(now know as 72 Sedlescombe Rod North and 49 
Duke Road ). 

William Mercer and his sisters Nellie and Edith. 
Abergeldie store around 1900.

Abergeldie store from another angle



By 1902 the Mercer family were running the 
store and stayed running it for many years. 
Many of the families that moved in to 
Abergeldie Villa took on the store as well.  

Around 1975 East Sussex County Council 
started to buy up properties in preparation 
for Silverhill Gyratory Scheme. Abergeldie 
Villa now XX Sedlescombe Road North was 
one of the unlucky and sat empty to 1980’s 
when they shelved the scheme, and the 
property was allowed to be inhabited again.

70-72 Sedlescombe Road North 1973. Looking 
from junction of Alma Villas.



Year Abergeldie Villa (70 Sedlescombe Rd North) Occupants Surnames other Occupants Other info Source

1859 Francis Smith sold Silverhill Farm to George Clement

1860

1861 Wellington Rd.(Duke Rd.) Started to be built

1862

1863

1864

1865

1866

1867 Miss Henrietta Francis Bishop Kelly's

1868 Miss H. F. Bishop

1869 Miss H. F. Bishop Pike

1870 Miss H. F. Bishop

1871 Miss H. F. Bishop 3 Female,1 Male Sands,Webb,Reynolds Henrietta Bishop was head of the house aged 68 Census

1872 Miss H. F. Bishop

1873 Miss H. F. Bishop

1874 Miss H. F. Bishop

1875 Miss H. F. Bishop Abergeldie Villa for sale Sept HSLO

1876 Miss H. F. Bishop Pike

1877 Mr Edward Atkinson Abergeldie Villa sold £950 HSLO

1878 Mr Edward Atkinson / Lucy Ann Atkinson Edward Atkinson and wife have baby boy at 70 (Edward Stanley)

1879 Rev. Charles Rolfe H. Bishop died 10th Nov (plot AM d06)

1880 Rev. C. Rolfe Shed erected on side of Abergeldie Villa. J Crossingham (cow keeper) Protheroe scrapbook

1881 Rev. C. Rolfe 1 Male,4 Famale Savage,Baker Charles Rolfe was head of the house aged 52 / For sale oct Census

1882 Abergeldie for sale , George Clement Died Age 82 & Margaret Clement Age 81 (plot AG A01) HSLO

1883 George Burry Clement, son of George inherited what was left of Silverhill Farm

1884 Mr Henry Duke Mawle Hutching

1885 Mr H. D. Mawle Electoral

1886 Mr H. D. Mawle Hutching

1887 Thomas Ash House successive. Abergeldie Electoral

1888

1889 Abergeldie Villa is empty, George Burry Clement died Age 63 (plot AG A01) Kelly's

1890

1891 Mr William J. Mercer 5 Male,9 Female Hemmett William Mercer was head of the house aged 43/ Louisa Hemmett head of house aged 48 Census

1892 Mr W. J. Mercer Pike

1893 Mr W. J. Mercer Pike

1894 Mr W. J. Mercer Mr Richard Lewis Davis put in planning for 3 shops in Abergeldie's front garden (72)

1895 Mr W. J. Mercer

1896 Mr W. J. Mercer

1897 Mr W. J. Mercer Kelly's

1898 Mr W. J. Mercer

1899 Mr W. J. Mercer

1900 Mr W. J. Mercer 24/01/1900 Edward Atkinson died age 63 (plot EG N13)

1901 Mr W. J. Mercer 2 Male,5 Female Mercer William Mercer was head of the house aged 53 Census

1902 Mr W. J. Mercer Kelly's

1903 Mr W. J. Mercer Electoral

1904 Mr W. J. Mercer

1905 Mr W. J. Mercer Ellen Susannah Clement wife of MR G. B. Clement died Age 59 (plot AG A01)

1906 Mrs Mary Mercer (widow) 22/08/1906 Lucy Ann Atkinson died age 62 (plot EG N13). Mr William Mercer died aged 58

1907 Mrs M. Mercer (widow)

1908 Mrs M. Mercer (widow)

1909 Mrs M. Mercer (widow)

1910 Mrs M. Mercer (widow)

1911 Mrs M. Mercer (widow) 5 Female Mary Mercer was head of the house aged 64 Census

1912 Mrs M. Mercer (widow) Electoral

1913 Mrs M. Mercer (widow) Abergeldie Villa up for rent by Mr R Davis. Mrs Mary Mercer died aged 66 Kelly's

1914

1915 Mr Albert Lamb and Mr William Spencer Manser Mrs Ada Lamb was Ada Winser married Albert 1881

1916 Mr Albert Lamb and Mrs Ada Lamb Emmerson Charles Grenvilla Davis age 32 went missing leading his platoon at Transley, France.

1917 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Mr R Davis dies ESRO Ref: ACC 8309/4 (plot BJ A07)

1918 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Mary Ellen Emmerson died aged 78 Electoral

1919 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1920 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Electoral

1921 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1922 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1923 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1924 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1925 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1926 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson

1927 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Sarah Davis died (wife of R Davis) (plot BJ A07)

1928 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Kelly's

1929 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson O'Farrell,Henderson Ada May Henderson (nee Lamb) living with her son, mum and dad age 47

1930 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson O'Farrell,Henderson

1931 Mr A Lamb and Mrs A Lamb, Miss G.E. Emmerson Mr Albert Lamb dies aged 70

1932 Mrs Ada Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson

1933 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson Edward Stanley Atkinson died @Niagara Falls aged 54. (plot EG N13)

1934 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson

1935 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson

1936 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson Kelly's

1937 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson

1938 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson

1939 Mrs A Lamb and Miss G.E. Emmerson 3 Female,1 Male Henderson Mrs Ada Lamb dies aged 80/ Mildred Mary O'Farrell dies aged 78 1939 Register

1940 Mrs Ada May Henderson Ada May Henderson was a Widower

1941 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1942 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1943 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1944 Mrs A. M. Henderson Mr R. G. Henderson married Miss W. F. Hodgson HSLO

1945 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1946 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1947 Mrs A. M. Henderson

1948 Mrs Ada May Henderson and Mr George Cork

1949 Mrs A. M. Henderson and Mr G. Cork

1950 Mrs A. M. Henderson and Mr G. Cork

1951 Mrs A. M. Henderson and Mr G. Cork

1952 Mrs A. M. Henderson and Mr G. Cork

1953 Mrs A. M. Henderson and Miss Jessie Lilian Cork Kelly's

1954

1955

1956 16th March Emily Sarah Davis Sold Abergeldie Villa to Mr L. L. Gower

1957

1958 Mr Leveson Lester Gower Kelly's

1959 Mr L. L. Gower Mrs Ada May Henderson dies aged 77

1960 Mr L. L. Gower Kelly's

1961 Mr L. L. Gower

1962 Mr L. L. Gower Hammond Kelly's

1963 Mr L. L. Gower

1964 Mr L. L. Gower

1965 Mr L. L. Gower

1966 Mr L. L. Gower

1967 Mr L. L. Gower

1968 Mr L. L. Gower

1969 Mr A G Blythe put in planning Abergeldie Villa (70) to a nursery HS/69/00713 Planning

1970

1971 Mr Alan G Blythe

1972 Mr A. G. Blythe Mr Peter Cawson married Miss Marion Ward

1973 Mr A. G. Blythe

1974 Mr A. G. Blythe East Sussex Council purchased property for development from Buss farm house ltd.

1975 Miss Jessie Lilian Cork died aged 81

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980 Highways and Transportation Committee approved drawing for development

1981 Planning temporary change Abergeldie Villa (70) to office HA/81/10635 Planning

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987 Mrs Marjorie Helen Stedman

1988 Mr Peter Cawson, Marion Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1989 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1990 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1991 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female Mrs Marjorie Helen Stedman died aged 78 (1913-1991)

1992 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female Mr Leveson Lester Gower died aged 84 (1908-1992)

1993 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female Silverhill Gyratory scheme planned to start construction 1992/93

1994 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1995 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1996 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1997 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,4 Female

1998 Mr P. Cawson, M. Cawson 1 Male,3 Female Mr Peter Cawson buys Abergeldie Villa (70)

1999 Mr Peter Cawson 1 Male,2 Female

2000 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2001 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female Mr Peter Cawson divorced Mrs Marion Cawson

2002 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2003 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2004 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2005 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2006 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2007 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2008 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2009 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2010 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2011 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2012 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2013 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2014 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female

2015 Mr P. Cawson 1 Male,1 Female Mr P Cawson died aged 79 (plot LH 016)


